Errors Heard from Those Who
Have Left the Church

Charles Pogue
Defender — July, 2021

Over the years there have been many who have abandoned the
church of Christ. Some of those have left the church and gone
into indifference if not total unbelief. There may be a
greater number who have left and joined forces with the
denominational world. There are several videos posted on
YouTube by some of the people who give their excuses for
leaving the body of Christ and have joined themselves to
religious error. Following are a few of the ones I have heard.

They say churches of Christ claim there must be authority for
everything one does in worship. It is not the churches of
Christ who made that rule, God did. Colossians 3:16-17
demonstrate the mandate is set in stone. “Let the word of
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. And
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.” It is
God who has said we must have authority for all we do in
worship, not members of the church of Christ.

Often, those who have left the church accuse us of
overemphasizing doctrine. Let them consider a truth. No one
can overemphasize anything God requires of man. So far as
doctrine is concerned, the New Testament warns us not to be
carried about by every wind of doctrine (Eph. 4:14). In 1
Timothy 1:3, Paul reminds the younger preacher he left in
Ephesus to charge some to teach no other doctrine. The apostle
then lists some things contrary to sound doctrine (1 Tim.
1:4-10). In Romans, Paul expresses his joy those brethren
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obeyed from the heart the doctrine delivered to them (Rom.
6:17). We all are to be nourished or brought up in the words
of faith and good doctrine (1 Tim. 4:6). Paul further
instructed Timothy that “Till I come, give attendance to
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine” (1 Tim. 4:13). In the
oft-quoted 2 Timothy 4:2-4, Paul charged Timothy to preach the
Word in season and out of season. He was to reprove, rebuke,
and exhort with all longsuffering, and what else? Doctrine!
How important is doctrine? The apostle John states it clearly.
“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of
Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of
Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son” (2 John 9). Sound
doctrine cannot be overemphasized.

Again, those who have left the church falsely accuse brethren
of minimizing God’'s grace. What in the world do they think
teaching and preaching concerning the cross of Christ are if
not maximizing the grace of God? We are saved by grace through
faith (Eph. 2:8-9). Salvation is a gift from God. Why? Because
none of us can save ourselves. We are all guilty of sin (Rom.
3:23), the wages of which is death, but the gift of God 1is
eternal life through Christ our Lord (Rom. 6:23). We are not
guilty of minimizing God’s grace, but rather those who have
left seem to have forgotten that the grace that brings
salvation has appeared unto all men, but it does not save all
men. Instead, it teaches us. God’s grace teaches us how not to
live and how to live (Tit. 2:11-15). How are we to live? As
obedient children (1 Pet. 1:14-16). The point is grace and
obedience to the doctrine of Christ cannot, they must not, be
separated. Faithful members of the church are not guilty of
minimizing grace. Rather, those who have left the church have
decided to minimize obedience.

Concerning the matter of grace, some who have left the church
claim focusing on striving for perfection puts down grace. If
such be the case, the writer of Hebrews does the same thing.
“Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ,



let us go on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation
of repentance from dead works, and of faith toward God” (Heb.
6:1). We are all weak and erring. Yes, all of us sin, but over
and over the New Testament warns us to stay away from sin and
do what 1is right. Jesus, Himself, said not to minimize
obedience. “Strive to enter in at the strait gate” (Luke
13:24). Strive refers to a struggle, to contend for a prize
with difficulties standing constantly in our way. Our English
word agonize is a transliteration of the Greek word translated
“strive” 1in the King James. The claim that focusing on
striving for perfection puts down grace is the opinion of
some, but an opinion is all it is. One wonders if such people
are down on Paul who over and over, in Galatians 5, Colossians
3, and Ephesians 4, in particular, contrasts the life of the
new man with the old man. Was Paul wrong to tell the Romans
when one rises from the watery grave of baptism he is to walk
in newness of life (Rom. 6:4)7 Peter sums this point up well
in 1 Peter 4:15-16: “But let none of you suffer as a murderer,
or as a thief, or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other
men’s matters. Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him
not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.” The
deserters who make this false charge against the faithful are
the ones guilty of minimizing something. They minimize
Scripture!

Many of those who leave the church claim it is a denomination
among denominations. They tell us there are Christians
scattered throughout the various churches of men. These are
guilty of denying the oneness of the church. As in all the
other excuses they appeal to, they ignore the Scripture. Jesus
said He would (Mat. 16:18) and did (Acts 2:1..) build His
church. There is only one body (Eph. 4:4) which is His church
(Eph. 1:22-23). Therefore, there is only one church. The New
Testament describes all things concerning that body including
its worship, mission, and organization. In other words, the
New Testament is the pattern for the church (Heb. 8:1-13).
Paul instructed the Corinthians to speak the same things and



for there to be no divisions among them. The apostle sent
Timothy to Corinth to remind them of the things Paul taught
them, which were the exact same things he taught in every
congregation (1 Cor. 4:17).

Those who have left the church and who now claim the church is
one among many denominations need to consider Paul’s writing
to the Corinthians instructing both them and us to be of the
same mind, to teach the same things, and for there to be no
divisions among us (1 Cor. 1:10). If the deserters are right
in their belief that there are Christians in the different
denominations 1is right, and there are divisions in all of them
regarding the matters Paul listed, we are all lost. If not,
why not?

Departures from the unity of doctrine, practice, and manner of
life are reasons the Scripture gives us the clear command to
practice the withdrawal of fellowship. John wrote concerning
some, “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if
they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with
us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that
they were not all of us” (1 John 2:19). Many of those who went
out from us have proven themselves to have never really been
one of us.

From the various ones I have heard speak who left the church
at some point in their lives, I have concluded three things
regarding their thinking. First, they have the wrong idea that
we are full of arrogance when we insist that we can absolutely
know the truth. What an attack that makes against Jesus
Himself, Who said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the
truth, shall make you free” (John 8:32).

The second thing is they have abandoned the necessity of being
obedient in all things. Their condition is sad in that Paul
wrote, “For to this end also did I write, that I might know
the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things (2 Cor.
2:9).



Third, they seem to have bought into the popular Calvinist
error of once saved always saved. If so, they need to return
to the Scriptures and meditate on passages such as 2 Peter
2:20: “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the
world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the
latter end is worse with them than the beginning.”

Jesus died for and built one church, His church. He did not
die for the denominations of men, the various community
churches popping up all over the country, nor for those in the
various world religions who do not honor the God of the Bible
nor esteem Jesus as His only begotten Son. No one outside the
church of Christ will be saved regardless of whether they have
never been members of it or if they have gone out from us.

Call Upon the Name of the
Lord

Brad Green
Beacon — August 4th, 2014

Our loving and merciful God wants “all men to be saved, and to
come unto the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4). Since God
desires that all men be saved, He provides for us His plan to
save man (Rom. 1:16-17). How comforting it is to know that God
loves us and sent His only begotten Son into the world that
through Him we might be saved (John 3:16-17). It is also
extremely comforting to knowthat we can know what God requires
of us regarding salvation (John 8:31-32).

The Bible teaches that, “whosoever shall call upon the name of
the Lord shall be saved” (Rom. 10:13). What does it mean to
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“call upon the name of the Lord”? Many have defined calling on
the name of the Lord as a prayer for salvation and for Jesus
to come and abide in one’s heart. However, this definition
contradicts the words of Jesus who said, “Not every one that
saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
heaven” (Mat. 7:21). Any interpretation of a verse in the
Bible that contradicts another verse is, of necessity, deemed
to be false. The inspired James writes, “be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves..Even so
faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone” (Jam. 1:22;
2:17). Additionally, there is no example anywhere in the New
Testament of an individual praying for salvation. Therefore,
calling upon the name of the Lord does not refer to a prayer
or to any spoken act.

It is important to understand how to “call upon the name of
the Lord” since it is necessary for salvation. To understand
the meaning, we must study the statement in the context of the
book and chapter in which it is found as well as the whole of
the New Testament. In the immediate context, we find that
there are prerequisites to calling upon the name of the
Lord—Romans 10:14-15 teaches that one must hear and believe.
Also, in the immediate context, verse 16 in particular, we
find a phrase that is used in substitute for “calling upon the
name of the Lord.” The inspired writer uses “obeyed the
gospel” interchangeably with “call upon the name of the Lord.”
To be saved, one must obey the Gospel of Christ-i.e., “call
upon the name of the Lord.”

The apostle Paul further defines what it means to call upon
the name of the Lord when he recalls the words spoken to him
by Ananias, “arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins,
calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). Here, calling
on the name of the Lord is defined as arising and being
baptized to have one’s sins washed away. This is in harmony
with Paul’s letter to the Romans seeing that Paul told them:



Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life (Rom. 6:3-4).

It is also in harmony with the first Gospel sermon recorded in
Acts 2. Peter and the other apostles preached, “whosoever
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts
2:21). Later, when the audience was convinced of their sins
and asked what they must do to be forgiven and thus saved,
“Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins”
(Acts 2:38). The New Testament teaches that, following faith
(Heb. 11:6), repentance (Luke 13:3), and confessing that Jesus
is the Christ (Acts 8:37), baptism is the culminating act of
God’s plan to save man (Mat. 28:19-20).

The act of calling upon the name of the Lord is inseparable
from obedience to the Gospel of Christ and baptism. The Gospel
of Christ “is the power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16) and
obeying the Gospel is used interchangeably with calling upon
the name of the Lord (Rom. 10:13, 16). Being baptized is an
act of obedience commanded by the Gospel of Christ and 1is
eternally connected to calling upon the name of the Lord by
God, Himself, in such verses as Acts 2:21, 38 and 22:16. The
Gospel is God’s power unto salvation and baptism is the act at
which the Bible teaches one is saved from past sins. According
to the apostle Peter, “baptism doth also now save us” (1 Pet.
3:21) and Jesus proclaims, “he that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved (Mark 16:16).

Calling upon the name of the Lord, therefore, is not something
that is spoken; it is an act of humility and submission to the
Word of God in simple obedience. Those who obey God’s plan of
salvation, which culminates with water baptism, and remain
faithful to God’s Word until they depart this life (Rev. 2:10)



are they who are calling upon the name of the Lord and will be
saved.

Lenoir City, TN

Thou Shalt Worship the Lord
Thy God Matthew 4:10

Thomas F. Eaves Sr.
February 2014

What Is Worship?

Poetically, worship has been defined as “Man climbing the
altar stairs to God.” The dictionary defines worship as:
“Worthiness, repute, respect, reverence paid to a divine
being.” Others have defined worship as: “Profound respect
mingled with fear and affection; veneration. A token of
respect or veneration; an obeisance.”

In the New Testament the most common word translated worship
is proskuneo which has the basic meaning of “to kiss toward.”
It appears sixty times and is defined as follows: “to do
obeisance to, to prostrate oneself, do reverence to.”

Acceptable Worship Involves a
Conscious Effort

Worship is not an act that one engages in accidentally,
neither is it a spectator activity, rather it is an activity
in which the worshiper puts forth a conscious effort to
accomplish God’s will. Moses writes the account of Cain and
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Able worshiping God (Gen. 4:3-4). He wrote that God had
respect for Abel’s offering but no respect for Cain’s. The
Hebrews writer tells us: “By faith Abel offered unto God a
more excellent sacrifice than Cain” (Heb. 11:4). Abel’s
sacrifice was by faith and since faith cometh by hearing and
hearing by the Word of God (Rom. 10:17), Abel made a conscious
effort and followed God’s instructions.

When Abraham was obeying God’s instructions concerning Isaac
(Gen. 22:2; cf. Gen. 22:11-12; Heb. 11:17-18), he told his
young men: “Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will
go yonder and worship, and come again to you” (Gen. 22:5).
Abraham made a conscious effort to go to the place designated
by God for the purpose of worshiping. God’s children also
assemble at designated places for the purpose of worshiping
Him.

Jesus, 1in conversation with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s
well, instructed her that under the Jewish law Jerusalem was
the proper place to worship (John 4:20-22). The Ethiopian
eunuch traveled from his homeland to Jerusalem for the purpose
of worshiping (Acts 8:28).

Acceptable Worship Involves Several
Characteristics

Obedience-In the days of Malachi the prophet the priests were
accused of despising the name of Jehovah because they were not
following God’s instructions concerning sacrifices. Instead of
offering Jehovah sacrifices which met His specifications, they
were offering polluted bread, blind, lame, and sick animals
(Mal. 1:6-8). Because of this disobedience their sacrifices
were rejected. In the New Testament, Jesus declared that
worship was to be in spirit (from the heart) and truth (John
4:24). To worship in truth 1s to worship according to God’s
instructions (John 17:17).



Attitude-Jesus spoke a parable to certain men who trusted in
themselves (not God) that they were righteous and set all
others at nought (Luke 18:9). A Pharisee and a Publican (tax
collector) went up to worship (pray). The Pharisee’s worship
was rejected because of his ungodly attitude. The Publican’s
worship was accepted because he worshiped with an acceptable
attitude (Luke 18:9-14).

A Pure Life-God told the Jews in the time of Amos that He
despised their worship and emphatically told them that He
would not accept it. The reason? The Jews were walking in
disobedience to God’s Word (Amos 5:21-24). Jehovah spoke to
the Jews through Isaiah and told them that He considered their
worship as nothing more than trampling His courts and that He
would hide His eyes from them (Isa. 1:11-17). The reason
Jehovah would not accept their worship is vividly described
earlier in the same chapter (Isa. 1:2-9). Christians are to
offer their spiritual sacrifices as holy priests (1 Pet. 2:5).
Pure worship cannot come from an impure life.

Five Types of Worship

God’'s Word informs us that there are five types of worship
which man can engage in but only one is acceptable to God.

1. False worship—(Jer. 19:5). Israel’s worship to Baal was
false worship and an abomination unto God.

. Ignorant worship (Acts 17:23).

. Will worship—(Col. 2:18-23, especially v. 23).

. Vain worship—(Mat. 15:7-9).

. True worship—(John 4:23).

o B~ W N

This is the only one that God will accept. Worship 1is an
opportunity of a lifetime. May God help us to worship Him in
spirit and truth, that He may be glorified and that we as
Christians may benefit from the fellowship with Him and our
fellow Christians.



Deceased

Worship God’s Way!

Bruce Stulting
Beacon — July 6, 2009

In the first century, the church worshiped according to the
apostles’ doctrine (Acts 2:42). Jesus said, “God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth” (John 4:24). He also promised the apostles that

when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever
he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you
things to come (John 16:13).

Therefore, the apostles’ doctrine is in complete harmony with
the will of the Lord.

It is imperative that we continue to worship according to the
New Testament pattern. Failure to do so renders our worship
vain (Mat. 15:9). We read how

Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took either of them his
censer, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and
offered strange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them
not. And there went out fire from the Lord, and devoured
them, and they died before the Lord (Lev. 10:1-2).

This example admonishes us not to substitute our desires in
place of God’s commands.

New Testament worship was always carried out with reverence
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and in an orderly manner (1 Cor. 14:30). The order of the
worship is usually determined beforehand by the elders. Godly
men take the lead in the assembly and direct us in the various
acts of worship. These men often briefly explain the item of
worship in order to help us better prepare our minds to
worship God. Extremism in worship is to be avoided. Ritualism
or emotionalism should never characterize our worship. Today,
many “new innovations” such as choirs, swaying with upraised
hands, spontaneous singing, and hand clapping are being added
to the worship. However, a casual reading of the New Testament
will find that these acts are not authorized in worship.

Authorized worship includes the Lord’s Supper, giving,
singing, prayer, and teaching the Gospel. We dare not try to
alter, substitute, add to or take away from the worship that
God has authorized. As Christians, we are satisfied to worship
God in the way that pleases Him. Any change on our part would
be presumptuous and sinful.

During the singing, all members of the congregation are to
join their voices together in psalms, hymns, and spiritual
songs. In doing so, we not only praise God but also teach and
admonish one another as well (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). With the
specific command to “sing” addressed to the individual, we do
not add mechanical instruments of music in our worship songs.
For the same reason, we do not have choirs, solos, or any type
of mood music for entertainment.

During worship on the first day of the week, Christians are to
give liberally as God has prospered them (1 Cor. 16:1-2). Our
liberality in giving is evidence of our devotion to God (2
Cor. 8:1-8). Although there are many factors to determine the
amount given, our money must always be given freely (2 Cor.
9:6-7). Guests are not required to give, but they may do so if
they choose. The funds collected are used in the work of the
church which includes -evangelism, benevolence, and
edification.



A vital part of any Christian’s life 1is prayer. Through prayer
the Christian gains strength, offers thanksgiving to God,
makes requests, and intercedes on the behalf of others (1 Pet.
5:8; Phil. 4:6). When Christians come together to worship,
prayers are offered frequently. During times of prayer, a
godly man speaks his prayer out loud with the rest of the
congregation following him in silence (1 Tim. 2:8). Praying in
this fashion allows us to maintain order, reverence, and avoid
noise and confusion.

The Lord’'s Supper was instituted by Jesus as a memorial of His
death on the cross (Mat. 26:26-29). The unleavened bread and
fruit of the vine are emblems which represent our Savior’s
body and blood and help us to center our minds on the events
of His death. In partaking of the Lord’s Supper we have
communion (fellowship) with Christ (1 Cor. 10:16). In Acts
20:7 we have the example of the first century church partaking
of the Lord’s Supper on the first day of each week. We do not
practice closed communion, but each person must examine
himself that he may partake in a worthy manner (1 Cor.
11:27-29). Guests are not encouraged or forbidden to partake;
it is their choice. We must, however, point out that there can
be no communion or fellowship with Christ unless we are
faithful children of God (1 John 1:5-7).

Teaching 1is also part of our worship. The Bible is the
inspired, authoritative, and all sufficient Word of God (2
Tim. 3:16-17). As such, we believe that if a man speaks it
should be from the Word of God (1 Pet. 4:11). Therefore, our
Bible class teachers usually teach directly out of the Bible.
Sermons from the pulpit will be Bible centered with Scriptures
given to enable the listener to check the Bible for oneself
(Acts 17:11; John 5:39). At the close of each sermon an
invitation will be given. This is an opportunity for the
believing sinner to be reconciled to God by obeying the
Gospel. This is done by repenting of sins, confessing Christ,
and being baptized for the remission of sins (John 8:24; Luke



13:3; Mat. 10:32; Acts 2:38). The erring Christian also has
the opportunity to repent and ask for the prayers of the
congregation (Acts 8:22).

The foregoing is a brief account of New Testament worship.
From the time of the apostles, men have sought to improve upon
the Divine pattern. All attempts to do so end in failure and
sin. Let us stick with the pattern and worship God “in spirit
and in truth.” We encourage all to accept the teaching of the
New Testament and “Worship God'’'s Way!”

981 Fish Hatchery Rd
Huntsville, TX 77320

The Authority of the
Scripture Concerning Worship

Jerry Moffitt
September 1990

We have always been a people who made the Word of God our
authority in religion. However, since there are signs in our
brotherhood of drifting from this mooring, let us express two
propositions regarding why God’'s Word, revealed in the Bible
must be our sole authority in worship.

Proposition One: All Else Is
Rejected as Authority

First, the church cannot be our authority for it did not give
us the truth. Rather, truth gave us the church. The church
must support the truth and be the pillar and ground of it.
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Paul wrote to Timothy: “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest
know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15).

Second, we reject denominations and ecclesiastical bodies as
authority. They are not from heaven, but from man (Mat.
21:25). They are evil plants the Lord wants rooted up (Mat.
15:13).

Third, we reject human reason as authority. God has made it
foolish (1 Cor. 1:18-31), so the way of man is not in himself
(Jer. 10:23). Under this category we would place traditions of
men (Mat. 15:7-9), human philosophy (Col. 2:8), secret
knowledge (1 Tim. 6:20-21), and all men as an authority. Men
can be false teachers (2 John 9-11; 1 John 4:1; 2 Pet. 2:13;
Jude 3-4).

Fourth, we reject angels (Gal. 1:8-9; 2 Cor. 11:13-15), and
human experiences (Mat. 24:24; 2 Cor. 3:13) as authority
concerning worship. It is possible for us to be deceived,
especially in the realm of human experience.

Proposition Two: Why Scripture Is
Our Sole Authority

First, only it is the Word of God (Deut. 8:3; 1 Thes. 2:13; 2
Tim. 3:16-17). “It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God” (Mat. 4:4). No other book, than the Bible, can stand
tests intended to discredit this claim.

Second, it is in the Bible that God exercises His authority (1
Cor. 14:37; 2 Thes. 2:1-3; John 14:16-18; John 14:26; John
16:13; 2 Tim. 3:16-17). God had authority and delegated it to
the Son (Heb. 1:1-3). The Son put it in men (2 Cor. 5:20), and
they wrote it down (1 Cor. 14:37; 2 Thes. 2:1-3).



Thus, third, the Bible claims to be an authority (2 Tim.
3:16-17; 2 Thes. 1:7-9; 2 Pet. 3:5). As a church, we dare not
sail off the map of God’s Word.

Fourth, Jesus appealed to Scripture as the final authority to
settle religious concerns (Mat. 22:28-33; Mat. 19:4-5; John
10:35-36). The apostles did the same, quoting 0ld Testament
passages to authenticate their teaching.

Like the Hebrews writer, time fails if we try to tell all.
Scripture is our authority for it is reliable; it will judge
us; and, it is indestructible. It will convert us (Psa. 19:7),
guide us (Psa. 73:24), cleanse us (John 15:3), save us (James
1:21), sanctify us (John 17:17), edify us (Acts 20:32), and
work in us (1 Thes. 2:13). What else could we ask? So may we
continue to hold it up as our sole authority in Christianity.

P.0. Box 1275; Portland, TX 78374

Controversy

George E. Darling, Sr.
July 1973

No man has ever accomplished anything of importance in shaping
the destiny of the world unless he exhibited a great deal of
combativeness. The truth of this proposition will not be
guestioned we presume, by any well-informed person. Yet the
popular idea is that combativeness is no longer a virtue in
the pulpit. Some actually prefer a preacher who studiously
avoids controversy, believing that the interests of the church
are best served by such a course.

In this we should let Christ and the apostles, with the


https://defender.itackett.com/2014/01/25/controversy/

reformers of every age, be our example rather than those
“qualified, called, and sent” whose mission seems to be the
popularizing of sectarianism by floating with the current of
worldly opinion and catering to the fashionable follies and
perverted tastes of a fickle, covetous generation, forever
whining and whimpering about the sinfulness of controversy
while availing themselves of every opportunity to slander
their neighbors, and peddle their garbage and stale nonsense
against those they do not understand, and whose arguments they
have never heard nor read. Until people shall conclude to
“walk by the same rule, to mind the same things” (Phil. 3:16)
there will and there ought to be conflict — a comparison of
views and positions. That rule ought to be the Bible.

Jesus Was Combative

Jesus began His controversial career with the doctors of the
law when He was but twelve years of age. In prosecuting the
work His Father had given Him to do, the foundations of time-
honored superstitions were torn up, false doctrines pierced
with the arrows of truth, hypocrites exposed, and vain Rabbis
and self-confident lawyers and doctors were silenced and put
to shame in the presence of astonished multitudes. No man
approached Him for discussion and went away empty.

He proved to be more than a conqueror of the learning,
philosophy and theology of His age, until His fame as a
disputant became such that “No man dared to ask him a
question” (Luke 20:40). You may say, “Yes, but we can’t hope
to succeed because He did.” Well, that depends on
circumstances. If we preach what He taught and nothing else,
we can succeed in spite of all opposition. We may lose our
lives, as He lost His, but the truth will triumph.



The Apostles

The apostle who says, “I labored more abundantly than they
all” (1 Cor. 15:10) was in constant controversy with all the
theories, subversive to the Gospel then in existence. And to
this fact we refer for a solution of the question, “Why are we
more indebted to Paul than to any other apostle for our
knowledge of Christianity?” With Paul it mattered little
whether reasoning of a “judgment to come” (Acts 24:25) until
Felix trembled, or reproving the Athenian senators for their
ignorance of the God that made them, or stilling the excited
rabble at Jerusalem with a “wave of the hand,” or exposing the
evil designs of Judaizing teachers, or withstanding Peter to
his face “because he was to be blamed” (Gal. 2:11). He was
ever the willing advocate of that truth by which he had been
made free — a triumphant controversialist. He shunned not to
declare the whole counsel of God.

Uninspired Men

Martin Luther was perhaps the most combative man who has lived
since the apostle Paul, hence he became the prince of the
reformers. By controversy he roused Catholicism from her
lethargy — shook the minds of thousands of slaves, and left
the imprint of his character on half the world.

What would some of our modern preachers, who are afraid of
“hurting someone’s feelings” if they exposed the errors of
their neighbors’ religion in plain language do if they were
placed where Luther was. I will tell you — nothing! Why did
Philip Melancthon, the urban, eloquent, and learned compeer of
Luther fail to lead the people as Luther led them when he
became his successor? He was afraid of “hurting somebody’s
feelings.” These are representative men, they stand at the
head of two classes. Melancthon proved himself incompetent to
wield the sword of Luther. Why? He was the equal, some might
say superior, to Luther in every trait save one -



combativeness. A good man without combativeness is like a dog
without teeth or a fighting bull without horns — disposed to
compromise.

“I like that word compromise, it sounds charitable” says a
group of my brethren who have the backbone of a jellyfish. But
not so fast gentlemen! Compromise is alright when you argue
with your wives, but in religion Jesus speaks, we obey. The
truth knows no compromise with error.

Alexander Campbell

How did Alexander Campbell accomplish his grand work? By
“letting other peoples doctrines alone?” Don’t you believe it.
“Oh, we can’t all be Campbells” you say. That is true, but we
can all “fight on the same line.” And we must do it or fail in
our grand design of restoring New Testament Christianity.

Opposed to controversy, are you? We are indebted to it more
than any other moving cause for our civil and religious
liberties. Protestantism was the child of controversy, and
Protestantism gave birth to American freedom. Not only this,
but we are indebted to the controversial teachings and
writings of Campbell, Stone, Scott, and many others for our
present position in light and knowledge. We do not depend on
“the natural increase of baptized children” or any other human
invention, but upon the Word of God that is “sharper than a
two edge sword” (Heb. 4:12). No man can faithfully proclaim
that Word without bringing it “as a fire and a hammer that
breaketh the rock to pieces,” (Jer. 23:29) to bear on the
corrupters which rear their ugly heads, professing to be
followers of Christ. Jesus foresaw it and said, “I came not to
bring peace on earth, but a sword” (Matt. 24:44). The man who
seeks peace with the advocates of error, by concession of the
truth, is not a friend of Christ. He who expects to gain
anything by debate does not hesitate to engage in it, while he
who fears the light of the truth shrinks from it like a



cockroach does to a spotlight.

Let Them Alone

Our sectarian neighbor inquires, “Why don’t you just preach
the Gospel and let others alone?” Well, the fact is we cannot
do this. Can the sectarian preacher do it? No, and he does not
do it. Watch this: Is Presbyterianism the Gospel? If it is the
Baptist preacher does not preach it. Can a Lutheran preach his
doctrine and let the Methodist, Episcopalian, et. at., alone?
Why certainly not. If Lutheranism is the Gospel then all
preachers are bound to preach what is called Lutheranism. But
do all preachers preach it? If each particular sect were to
preach the Gospel and nothing but the Gospel, there would be
no cause for contention. They may all teach some Gospel, but
in addition they preach something else and it is this
something else that the Christian objects to, and finds fault
with.

If it is possible for a man to preach the Gospel and let
others alone, how will he go about doing it? What kind of a
Gospel will he preach? Certainly not the Gospel of Christ for
that was not designed to leave any responsible creature alone.
It is essentially aggressive. It knows no compromise. It
recognizes no flag of truce. It demands an unconditional
surrender.

Was it a rosy, milk and honey Gospel that the apostles
preached? Did the Gospel in their hands please sectarians and
infidels? What about the mobs, the murders, the exiles and
confiscation that marked the apostolic era? What was said of
Paul and Silas in Thessalonica? “These that have turned the
world upside down are come hither also” (Acts 17:6). They
openly attacked the Pharisees and the Sadducees, the idolaters
and the heretical church members. The consequence was that
Christians were soon distinguished as “the sect that 1is
everywhere spoken against” (Acts 28:22). Why was it that the



Romans who were troublesome to no nation on account of their
religion, and who allowed the Jews to live under their own
laws and follow their own method of worship, treated the
Christians alone with such severity? Simply because Christians
denounced the state religion of Imperial Rome.

We do not delight in controversy merely for the sake of
controversy. In fact, we are anxious that it cease. We have
gained ground in our struggles, yet we desire to make a
Proposition for Peace. Here is our proposition: If they will
leave our affairs alone, we will leave them alone. They say
that we are always fighting them — we never preach a sermon
without abusing them and that our publications are filled with
articles assailing them. Perhaps they fail to understand our
intentions. We have no right to assail them or to interfere
with their affairs as long as we are left at peace to perform
our own work — which is to preach the Gospel of Christ and if
we have any controversy with them, it must be because they
interfere in some way with our work.

I say again, if they will leave us alone we will leave them
alone. I think we have a right to demand that they shall not
assail the things we hold sacred or misquote our authors. For
instance, we believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God,
and should be so regarded by all men. We regard ourselves as
being assailed when our religious neighbors call it a “dead
letter,” “the mere word” and other slighting and opprobrious
names. When it is rudely and violently dealt with, they ought
not to wonder that we feel hurt.

And they misquote our authors. We hold the apostle Paul in
high esteem and we have often been grieved to hear him
misquoted and misrepresented — as in Romans 1:16 — “I am not
ashamed of religion,” or Romans 5:1 — “Therefore being
justified by faith only” — or Mark 16:16 — “He that believeth
shall be saved.” We consider this as an offensive stab at us,
since it attacks the constitution of the Lord’s church, and
misrepresents one of its fundamental laws.



Matthew 15:14

The Savior Himself says, “Let them alone,” and He says it in
reference to the Pharisees. If we should leave the sectarians
and false teachers (liberals, etc.) alone, we would conclude
that better people than the Pharisees should, by all means, be
left alone. If we can determine in which we should leave them
alone, we will understand our whole duty in the premises. The
Lord’s own example should serve us well. Jesus was teaching
that we should “let alone” those who are determined and
persistent in following error and in His own words: “If the
blind lead the blind, they shall both fall into the ditch.” In
other words, leave them to the fate that awaits them. Being
religious teachers whose teaching was not authorized by the
Word of God, their influence was destined to utter
destruction. Being blind leaders, both they and those they
were leading would be destroyed. Thus, we can see the error of
those who conclude that if a man is a blind leader or a blind
follower of a blind leader, that his blindness will save him
from the ditch.

The Pharisees were to be left to their fate; but whether the
meaning is that they were not to be annoyed by telling them of
their sins and their coming destruction, or that no further
effort was to be made to save them from it, or whether they
were to be let alone in some other way, we cannot scripturally
say unless we look further into the context. The statement of
Jesus was spoken in response to the remark: Matt. 15:12
“Knowest not that the Pharisees were offended after they heard
this saying?” Instead of being permitted to appease the wrath
of the Pharisees the disciples are told to let them alone, and
another statement is made, which, if it comes to the ears of
the Pharisees will but make them more angry. The letting alone
consists of neither doing nor saying anything to atone for the
offence which had been taken.

We can justly appreciate this case when we consider the saying



of Jesus, at which the Pharisees had taken offence. It 1is
this: “Ye hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophecy of you, saying,
This people draw near to me with their mouth and honor me with
their lips, but their heart is far from me. In vain do they
worship me, teaching for doctrine the commandments of men”
(Matt. 15:7-9). What kind of letting alone was this? Not the
kind that is urged today. It is not what we understand by
letting people alone is it? Very few false teachers want to be
left alone this way. He was simply telling His disciples to
let them alone when they were inclined to make some apology
for what He had said that offended the Pharisees. The lesson
then 1s this — that when men become offended at the truth,
they should be left unmolested to all the enjoyment they can
find in their ill-humor. Of course, this is only when the
rebuke is just. You do not have to insult a man to teach him
the Truth. Jesus did not rebuke the Pharisees every time He
saw them, nor did He always rebuke them as severely as on this
occasion. Their false teaching He sometimes refuted by calmly
exhibiting the truth, and some times, without an attempt at
refutation, He denounced it in tones of thunder.

When the good of the people, the defense of the truth, the
exposure of false teaching, can be best accomplished with all
fearlessness, and if men become offended-let them alone. The
same sword is still on its mission. Preach the Word, brother.

Deceased

The Glorious Gospel of Christ

The Glorious Gospel of Christ
Danny Douglas

Gospel is translated from the Greek euangelion, and it means:
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“glad or joyful tidings, good message, good news.” Indeed, the
Gospel is good news (Rom. 10:15). It is the God-given duty of
the Lord’'s church to proclaim it to a lost and dying world
(Mark 16:15-16). And, as wonderful as the Gospel is, the soul
who refuses to obey it will not be saved, but eternally
destroyed (2 Thes. 1:7-9). Now, let us consider why it is such
good news, and why it is so urgent for us to obey and teach
it.

“As cold waters to a thirsty soul,So is good news from a far
country” (Prov. 25:25). The good news of God, the Gospel, was
brought down from heaven to earth by the Holy Spirit (1 Pet.
1:12). Inspired men have recorded this message for us in the
Scriptures (2 Tim. 3:15-17). Man is lost and condemned without
the Gospel (Rom. 1:16). To downcast man, lost in sin,
hungering and thirsting for salvation—the Gospel has come!

If we really appreciated the Gospel of Christ, then we will be
willing to: (a) suffer for it, like Paul (2 Tim. 1:8-9); (b)
sacrifice for its proclamation, and realize that carnal things
are very small in comparison to the spiritual blessings
brought forth by the preaching and teaching of the Gospel (1
Cor. 9:11-18; Eph. 1:3-7; 3:8); (c) “be fellowhelpers to the
truth” (3 John 8); (d) be “fellowlabourers” in the Gospel
(Phil. 1:17); (f) spread the Gospel message ourselves (Acts
8:4; Prov. 11:30); (g) help others to be trained to preach and
teach it (2 Tim. 2:2). In the Lord’s church today, we urgently
need to have a greater love and devotion to the “glorious
gospel of the blessed God” (1 Tim. 1:11), which is the
“glorious gospel of Christ” (2 Cor. 4:4).

Why Is the Gospel Such Good News?

1. The Gospel is good news because it tells man of the Savior
who came to earth to save him (Luke 2:10-12; 19:10). As the
song says: “Why Did My Savior Come To Earth..Because He Loves
Me So” (1 John 4:8-10; Phil. 2:5-11; Rom. 5:6-11; Rev. 1:5).
In the Gospel we learn about: “the Son of God, who loved me,
and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20b). A wonderful Savior 1is



Jesus my Lord.

The Gospel announces: “how that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures; And that he was buried, and that
he rose again the third day according to the scriptures” (1
Cor. 15:3-4). Man, under the condemnation of sin, has a Savior
who loves him, and who shed his precious blood to save him and
wash away his sins (Mat. 1:21; Rev. 1:5; 1 Pet. 1:19). Man
does not have to be lost in hell (Rom. 5:8-9). Now that is
truly good news!

2. The Gospel is for all people (Rom. 1:16; Acts 15:7). Jesus
commanded His disciples: “Go ye into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and 1is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be
damned” (Mark 16:15-16). Indeed, Christ “by the grace of God”
tasted death “for every man” (Heb. 2:9).

3. The Gospel 1is good news because it is the “gospel of the
grace of God” (Acts 20:24). “For the grace of God that
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, Teaching us” (cf.
Tit. 2:11-12). Because of God’s grace, man has the privilege
of being taught the Gospel of Christ. Moreover, the Gospel 1is
the message of God’'s grace, and the grace of God has made the
Gospel possible. By it we have access to God’s grace (Tit.
2:11-12; Eph. 2:8; Rom. 5:1-2; 10:17; Tit. 3:4-7; 1 Cor.
15:1).

4. The Gospel 1is good news because by it we are begotten by
God-we become His children (1 Cor. 4:15; James 1:18; 1 Pet.
1:23). When one obeys the Gospel of Christ, he is begotten by
God and born into His house, the church of Christ—the kingdom
of God (1 Tim. 3:15; John 3:3-5; Col. 1:13-14). As physical
children are begotten by their fathers, God’s children have
been begotten by His seed, the Word of God (Luke 8:11; 1 Pet.
1:23). What a privilege to be a child of God (John 1:12-13)!
“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us,
that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it knew him not” (1 John 3:1).

5. The Gospel is of God. It is the “gospel of God” (Rom. 1:1;
15:16; 2 Cor. 11:7; 1 Thes. 2:2, 8-9; 1 Pet. 4:17). It is from



God—not men! Inspired men received it from God; they did not
receive it from man (Gal. 1:11-12; 1 Cor. 2:6-16). Unlike the
teachings and inventions of man, it is perfect and eternal
(Eph. 1:13; John 8:32; Tit. 1:14; Mat. 15:9; 15:13; 2 John 9;
1 Pet. 1:25; Rev. 14:6). “For this cause also thank we God
without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men,
but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually
worketh also in you that believe” (1 Thes. 2:13).

6. Christ’s Gospel is good news because it tells man of heaven
and makes the hope of heaven possible (Col. 1:5). Yet, we must
be stedfast and faithful, and be not moved away from the
Gospel hope if we are to reach Heaven.

We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
praying always for you, Since we heard of your faith in Christ
Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, For
the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard
before in the word of the truth of the gospel.. And you, that
were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now hath he reconciled In the body of his flesh
through death, to present you holy and unblameable and
unreproveable in his sight: If ye continue in the faith
grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of
the gos- pel, which ye have heard, and which was preached to
every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a
minister (Col. 1:3-5, 21-23).

7. The Gospel of Christ brings peace. It is the “gospel of
peace” (Eph. 6:15; Rom. 10:15). By the Gospel, God has made
peace between Jew and Gentile, and between Himself and man
(cf. Eph. 2:11-22). Because of the Gospel, man is able to have
his sins remitted by the blood of Christ, and therefore have
access to God the Father (Eph. 2:13-18). “And the peace of
God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:7). By the Gospel “we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:1),
which the world cannot provide! (John 14:27; 16:33).

8. We are called unto God by the Gospel, and by it we are able



to obtain “the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thes. 2:14).
“God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (1 Cor. 1:9). Thus, the
Gospel is the only means by which God calls men to Him. Thus,
we can understand why God wants all men to hear the Gospel of
Christ (Mat. 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16). What are we doing about
it?

9. The Gospel of Christ is good news because it is “the power
of God unto salva tion to every one that believeth; to the Jew
first, and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16; cf. 1 Cor. 15:1-2).
OQur “Saviour Jesus Christ..hath brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10), “the gospel of your
salvation” (Eph. 1:13). It informs man that to be saved, he
must: hear and believe the Gospel (Acts 2:38; 15:7; Rom.
10:14-17); repent (Acts 2:38; 17:30); confess Jesus Christ as
the Son of God (Acts 8:37; Rom. 10:9-10); and be baptized in
His name for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16). Having
put on Christ (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:3-4), one must remain
faithful (Rev. 2:10; John 8:31-32; 14:15, 21-24; 1 John 1:7).
The sacrifice of Christ has made Gospel preaching possible (1
Cor. 1:18-25; 2:2; Eph. 2:13; 3:8)! How great it is!
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“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity! It is like the precious ointment upon the
head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron’s beard: that
went down to the skirts of his garments; As the dew of Hermon,
and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for
there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore”
(Psa. 133:1-3).

A study of the biblical subject of Unity is ever a timely one,
and now is no less the case. There is now, and there always
has been since shortly after the beginning of the church, much
division within the ranks of those who purport to be followers
of Jesus Christ. The Psalmist declared that it is a good and
pleasant thing when brethren are united, but is this always
the case? Is there any set of circumstances wherein unity is
not good? Biblically speaking, the answer is yes. Let us take
a few minutes to consider these matters.

Unity is Shared Between Brethren

As the Psalmist declared, unity is a family thing. We enjoy
unity with each other based on our kinship with each other,
and that kinship is based on our relationship with the Lord.
We are brethren with each other because God is our Father. The
point at hand is well illustrated in Paul'’s dealings with the
brethren in Corinth. He had condemned extending fellowship to
“fornicators..covetous..idolaters” and the like (1 Cor. 5:9-10).
That he was dealing with a family relationship was punctuated
in verse 11: “But now I have written unto you not to keep
company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator,
or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an
extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.” Clearly the
point is that we do not “keep company with” (fellowship) those
of this world in a spiritual sense. We do not have family
responsibilities to those not in the family of God. Hear Paul
again: “For what have I to do to judge them also that are
without? do not ye judge them that are within? But them that



are without God judgeth” (1 Cor. 5:12-13). We have family
duties toward those in the family of God, no more, no less,
and none else.

Unity Between Brethren Is
Predicated Upon the Brethren
Respecting the Principles of Truth

We are granted salvation upon proper immersion (Acts 2:38;
22:16; 1 Pet. 3:21), and we are granted entrance into the body
of Christ at the same time (Acts 2:41, 47; 1 Cor. 12:13). But
to maintain our salvation and our good standing in the body of
Christ we are obligated to be faithful and true to the truth
which saved us (James 1:21). Should we, in the course of time,
leave the truth and replace it in our lives with error, what
happens? Consider the case of the Thessalonians: “And with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be
saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion,
that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned
who believed not the truth, but had pleasure 1in
unrighteousness” (2 Thes. 2:10-12). The sin under
consideration in this passage warranted the ones guilty of it
to be “damned,” but what was 1t? Murder? Extortion?
Perversion? No, it was their lack of love for and submission
to the truth. When they left the truth, they left their
salvation. What was to be done with them? Were they to
continue to enjoy the benefits of the family relationship
afforded them in Christ? Hear the same inspired writer in the
next chapter: “Now we command you, brethren, in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every
brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition
which he received of us... And if any man obey not our word by
this epistle, note that man, and have no company with him,
that he may be ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but



admonish him as a brother” (2 Thes. 3:6, 14-15). This man who
left the truth lost his privileges as a member of the family
of God and was to be “withdrawn from” by the faithful. He was
no longer in “good standing” with God, and Paul demanded that
the church recognize that fact. We may not, with the approval
of God, enjoy unity with those who have left the truth.

The Prayer of Our Lord for Unity

Our Lord prayed that his followers might be united, and in
this wonderful prayer He linked unity with acceptance of the
Word of God. Hear him: “Neither pray I for these alone, but
for them also which shall believe on me through their word;
That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me” (John 17:20-21). Notice that
the unity for which he prayed was linked with the acceptance
of (belief in) the Word of Christ as revealed through the
apostles. To this Paul adds: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). To do our part in answering the
prayer of our Lord for unity and in obeying the command of the
Lord through Paul, we must believe in and obey the truth.

It truly is a “good and pleasant” thing for “brethren to dwell
together in unity,” but it is only brethren who are so to
dwell, and specifically brethren who are faithful and true to
the principles of truth. All others are excluded from this
relationship. We love the lost, whether they be lost as
unfaithful Christians or as alien sinners; but our love for
them is demonstrated by teaching them the truth; not extending
fellowship to and dwelling in unity with them in their sin.
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